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 To empower rural India through English language education and to trace researchers 

who can enhance English language teaching in the years to come were the major motives of 

the Two-day National Conference organised by the Department of English, Avinashiligam 

Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore, in association 

with English Language Teachers’ Interaction Forum (ELTIF). The intention of ELTIF was 

revealed when its Founder President Dr. P. Bhaskaran Nair rewarded Miss. Sri 

Bhagyalakshmi of American College, Madurai, for her enthusiasm to learn; and Meenakshi 

Srihari of Avinashilingam University, for her exemplary contribution, through their research 

papers during the inaugural session of the conference.  

The dais was gallant with the honoured presence of Mrs. Prema Rengachari, 

Educationist, Anakatti, Coimbatore; Dr. Srividya Sivakumar, Poet and Columnist, 

Coimbatore; Dr.Jayanthasri Balakrishnan, PSG College of Arts and Science, Coimbatore and 

Dr. Richa Tripathi, Hindustan University.   

“With courage, you can achieve anything in life,” echoed Mrs. Vasantha Kalbagal, 

Corporate Consultant, Salem, when she delivered the inaugural address. The book of 

abstracts of the conference was released by Pon. Chandran, Psychologist, Life Skills Trainer 

and Theatre Activist, President, Konangal Film Society, Coimbatore, and it was received by 

Dr. K. Elango, Formerly of Anna University, Chennai. The inaugural session was followed 

by various paper presentation and workshop sessions simultaneously. 

Mrs. A. Vijayarani, Associate Professor, Department of English, shared her views 

during a plenary session on 6th of January. She spoke on “Multiculturalism and Pluralism in 

the 21st Century”. She began the session by defining pluralism, “Pluralism is a society in 

which minorities enjoy their independent culture and don’t impose their religion on others”. 

She stressed that pluralism and multiculturalism may seem overlapping but they are two 

different terms and are related to ‘globalization’. She brought in the core tendency of 

multiculturalism, i. e., tolerance. She acquainted the audience about fragmentation, and cyber 

spaces which are the important features of post-modernism. She also stated the themes of 

post-modernism. She motivated the students and scholars to read more books on the history 

and development of English literature. 



Thiru. Pon Chandran, in a plenary session, discussed on “Trends in Tamil Theatre”. 

He reflected that “Responsibilities are essential in Communication.” He elaborated on the 

topic by denoting that a person becomes responsible when he / she has no prejudice. He 

related the aspect of responsibility to that of communication by saying that “A language is a 

process of freedom” which should be handled with responsibility. Further, language, 

literature and culture are always interlinked and inhibition is a barrier to acquire a language, 

especially, the one that is alien to the native speaker. He stressed that one can acquire 

language only if the person is humble. 

The workshop on Teachers Education was conducted by Dhanya, a member of the 

Voluntary English Language Teachers Interaction Forum (VELTIF). She oriented the central 

idea of her talk by introducing Randy Pausch’s famous speech “The Last Lecture” to her 

audience. She exemplified the qualities of a good teacher. “If your students willingly come to 

listen to your last lecture, you are a good teacher,” she said. She believes democracy in 

classrooms, the quality that made her to enlighten her audience on the fact that, “receiving 

knowledge is to create and make others experiencing it”. Like democracy, knowledge is for 

everyone. She concluded the workshop with the proposal that teachers should make students 

self-reflective.  

 Dr. Richa Tripathi highlighted the various aspects of plagiarism in her workshop 

session. She explained about copyright infringement and fair use of sources. In addition to 

this, she acquainted the audience with the available tools for detecting plagiarism. She also 

mentioned the sources which are to be cited and which are not to be cited. She concluded the 

workshop with valuable suggestions to avoid plagiarism.  

In one of the plenary sessions, Mrs.Vasantha Kalbagal began the session in a unique 

manner by saying “Unlearn things that you have learned.” This was an example to make the 

audience understand on how Indian usage of English in everyday life is wrong. She gave an 

example of how the question ‘What’s your good name?’ is not accepted by the Australians or 

Americans and how a simple construction of ‘What is your name?’ is perfect to bridge the 

differences between people. 

She pointed out English to be a semi permeable language, where it always moulds 

itself to the surrounding where it is used. English, like a chameleon adapts itself to the user 

and to the language with which it is mixed with. The speaker spoke on how English is the 

link language within a country and among countries. She added as to how English helps in 

International Banking, Economic Affairs, Technology Transfer, International Law, Trade, 

Politics and Administration. Mrs. Vasantha Kalbagal ended the session by saying how Indian 



people are prejudiced by holding English speaking people and fair skinned people on high 

standards. She said that she wishes such false assumptions by people change inorder to have 

effective communication between cultures and countries. 

Another workshop session was conducted by Dr. Bhaskaran Nair on “How (Not) to 

Write an Abstract?” Prior to entering into the theme, Dr. Nair educated the audience on what 

writing is and classified the definition of writing into 5 parts. Writing as a cognitive and 

thinking process was the first concept. Dr. Nair said “You can think with your pen or pencil”. 

He elaborated that mistakes are part of life and therefore they were also a part of learning.  

He also said that “There is absolutely nothing to learn in this world. What is there in this 

world is to experience”. The speaker asked the audience how much one experiences the 

world and how one experiences the world. Tools were required to experience the world and 

the tools are the five senses plus the sixth sense. One experiences through the 5 senses. The 

experience is consolidated and processed by the sixth sense, the brain. This processing is 

called “Conceptualisation”.  

He then moved on to the second concept, “Things must be done systematically”. He 

advised the readers to never limit themselves within their degree.  He said that learning 

literature is not vague and it must be precise and clear than learning Computer Science or 

Mathematics. One reads through eyes and eats through nose. This is called Conceptualising. 

The session came to an end with Dr. Bhaskaran Nair promising the audience to meet them 

again and give more tips on writing an abstract. 

A workshop session on “Research and Writing” was held by Dr. Elango. He elaborated 

on the term ‘research’ and its various functions. He quoted Albert Einstein’s words, “If we 

knew what we were doing, it wouldn’t be called research”. Then he spoke about action 

research and academic research along with the explanations about sifting and shifting. He 

concluded his lecture by stressing on the value of a true research. 

Dr. John Sekar, Associate Professor, American College, Madurai, spoke on plagiarism in 

one of the workshop sessions. He started his session with the meaning of plagiarism. He 

spoke about the key elements of a research paper such as: abstract, key words, method, 

finding, and objectives. He concluded with some suggestions that would assist the research 

scholars to write on their own. Dr. John Sekar also chaired a paper presentation session by 

interacting effectively with exemplary input of his knowledge with the presenters and the 

audience.  

The papers presented included varied concepts from the importance of cooperative 

classrooms to the value of human relationships; importance of picture books, feminism and 



women empowerment; corruption, sufferings of Subalterns and refugees, linguistic diaspora 

and psychological aspects like illumination, identity crisis.  

During the valedictory session on the second day of the conference, Dr. K. Ramasamy, 

Vice Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore spoke about research 

aspects in the current scenario. Dr. Baskaran Nair stressed on the role of a teacher and Dr. 

John Sekar gave his comments about the conference. 

 A total of 168 staff and students attended the conference and its various sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


